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Part 4_ Dissertation Study Review
Enter Your Name Here
Institution
Date


Dissertation
I intend to use Mesman, Bongers & Koot (2001) dissertation titled “Preschool Developmental Pathways to Preadolescent Internalizing and Externalizing Problems.” I find it relevant in my research because it investigates longitudinal pathways for early development of disruptive behaviors. The dissertation also explores the major risk factors associated with oppositional defiant and conduct disorders. The risk factors explored include both externalized and internalized problems. According to Mesman, Bongers & Koot (2001), externalizing problems can help in the prediction of symptoms associated with conduct behavior disorder such as aggression and defiant behaviors. 
Research Method Used
The method used in the dissertation was qualitative because the researchers were trying to explore how various externalizing factors influences the development of disruptive behavior disorders at early age i.e. among preschool children aged 2-3 years and how the behaviors progresses to their preadolescence. The researchers employed a research design that allowed them to explore previous research conducted on risk factors for early development of disruptive behavior disorders. Also, the design allowed them to find existing gaps in literature. 
Purpose of the Study
As mentioned earlier, the purpose of the study was to examine the relationship between externalizing problems and how various risk factors act as causal pathways for the development of disruptive disorders such as oppositional defiant and conduct behaviors.
Research Question
Can externalizing problems or developmental pathways used to predict early development of disruptive behavior disorders?
Hypothesis
Externalizing behaviors such as aggression can help psychologists detect early onset of disruptive behaviors among young children. 
Sampling Methods Used to Select Participants
A stratified sampling method was used to select participants. The researchers carried out a survey on 420 (N= 420) participants who included teachers and parents who reported behaviors they observed from kids diagnosed with disruptive behavior disorders. who sought treatment for mental disorders. Robinson (2014) explains that stratified sampling is the best method for use in a population where the researcher wants to take a sample that represents a certain group of participants (Robinson, 2014).
Data collection methods
The researchers used questionnaires to collect data from the participants. This was done in two phases where the researchers administered questionnaire asking parents to indicate the behaviors they observe on their children particularly those who had been diagnosed with disruptive behavior disorders. They were also asked several questions regarding their socialdemographic status. In the second set of questions were administered to teachers who were asked to indicate behaviors they observe in children who tend to behave weirdly while in school. 
Data Evaluation
The researchers used a statistical analysis (t-test) to compare the information obtained from both the parents and teachers who participated in the study. They also conducted a path analysis using the scale score for oppositional and aggressive syndromes to test the abnormality or normality of behaviors children exhibited. 
Explain why you feel their methods provided a high or low quality analysis. Why or why not?
I think sampling methods and the design used in the study provided a high quality analysis. This is because it helped the researchers conceptualize and synthesize data they required. It also helped the researcher conduct in-depth research that explored individual behaviors on sample population selected. The designed employed allowed the researchers to select a representative sample that helped in producing high quality analysis that guaranteed generalized results of the whole population represented by the sample.   
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